
St Stephen’s Epistle                      JULY 2008 

 

 

Beloved of Christ, 

 

In the next few weeks you may be hearing about something called the Lambeth Conference. And 

the Episcopal Church.  The Lambeth Conference has taken place every 10 years (more or less) 

since 1867. It is a gathering of Anglican Bishops (the Episcopal Church is part of the Anglican 

Communion) from all over the globe. Here is what The Right Rev’d Suheil S. Dawani, Anglican 

Bishop in Jerusalem, has to say about it: 

 

ñI look forward to the Lambeth Conference which is so important to our ongoing life together 

and for the mission of the Church. Since its inception in 1867, the Lambeth Conference has been 

the setting for invaluable dialogue about many aspects of our Churchôs life, particularly in 

relation to the changes in the world around us. Together, we have dialogued at Lambeth about 

war and peace, about industrialization and ecumenism, about poverty and disease, about the 

faith and order of the Church, and about how together we can overcome the injustices of our 

world. Throughout its history, the Lambeth Conference has dealt with many difficult issues. At 

times these issues looked as if they might divide us, but they did not because we persevered in 

prayer and fellowship, together, with respect and patience.ò 

 

In the last 30 years the Lambeth Conference has dealt with issues that have been in the forefront 

of our lives together…such as changes in the liturgy, ordination of women, homosexuality, and 

poverty. In the past the conference has been “document driven” that is to say they got together 

and produced papers on these issues and argued endlessly over the wording. This year the design 

will be significantly different.  First of all it was designed by a group of lay people and priests 

and will focus on creating opportunities for the Bishops to look at what it means to be a bishop 

and how to become more effective in their mission and ministry.  It will start with a retreat on 

“What is the role of Bishops as disciples of and leaders in Christ’s mission.” The Bishops will be 

in purposeful conversation together to discern where Christ is calling them. It will not be a 

conference driven either by Archbishop Peter Akinola (an adamant opponent of homosexuality) 

or by adamant voices on the other side. 

 

I bring this up for at least two reasons. The first is that our Presiding Bishop has asked us to be in 

prayer. God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, 

that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 

tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast 

down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 

things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. The second is that the model of conversation and listening is a good way 

for us to be as the body of Christ on the central coast of Oregon where we strive to be a part of 

Christ’s mission and ministry! 

 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Susan+ 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 

 

 2nd Daniel Sampson 
 3rd Tobie Hickcox 
21st Marlene and Allen OôNeal 
28th Mary Lee Scoville and Roy Robertson 
 
 
BAC NEWS 

 

Highlights from the June meeting: 
 
ü Patty Adsit, our treasurer, reported that 

sufficient funds have been received for this 
yearôs portion of the re-roofing.  See separate 
comment about the roof. 

 
ü While painting Jefferson house it was learned 

that there are some siding problems, which can, 
hopefully, be remedied without having to re-side 
the entire house. 

 
ü A new gate has been constructed on the south 

side of the church.  That gate, as well as the 
one by the office, have locks on them now.  A 
key will be made available in the office to those 
who need to access that area. 

 
ü At the request of our secretary, Nicky Sampson, 

the BAC approved changing office hours to 
Mondays and Thursdays, 9am ï noon.  With 
telephone interruptions it has been hard to 
accomplish a lot of work in only a two-hour 
span with the former schedule. 

 
ü Susan+ was authorized to negotiate with Jon 
Goman+ for a ñpulpit exchangeò Sunday in the 
fall; in place of a sermon Jon+ will offer an 
instructed Eucharist ï explaining some of the 
whys of the service. 

 
ü The July BAC meeting will be joint with the BAC 

of St. Lukeôs on Thursday, July 17, at 6:30pm at 
St. Lukeôs. 

  - Jan Sedlacek, Senior Warden 
 
 
THE ROOF 

 
Thanks to your generosity, this yearôs portion of the 
re-roofing has been completed!  We also 
acknowledge and are thankful for a bequest made 
  

 
to St. Stephenôs by Pat Walker; half of her bequest  
was used toward the roofing fund.  Thank you  
letters have been sent to all who have contributed, 
but please accept additional thanks from the entire 
BAC for this extra effort of stewardship on your 
part.  If there are any funds in excess of whatôs 
needed for this yearôs portion of re-roofing they will 
be held in reserve for the final one-third of the 
roofing project to be done in 2009. 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

 May YTD 

Income $6,221 $34,095 

Expenses      $6,970* $34,666 
 

* Does not include DPA of $1,007, due May 15 but 
not yet paid. 
 
 
YOKING NEWS 

 

The Yoking Committee, which now consists of 
Patty Adsit, Norm Bishop, Pat Duggan and Jan 
Sedlacek from St. Stephenôs, has been meeting 
with the committee members from St. Lukeôs in 
continuing discussions about how yoking our 
congregations could work.  We are nearing a time 
of putting in writing a proposed covenant between 
the congregations and some proposed bylaws.  As 
a part of your affirmative vote at our annual meeting 
in January to act this year as if we were yoked, the 
BACs will be meeting jointly in July to further 
discuss the documentation.  
 
 
ALTAR GUILD 

 

Susan+ hosted a tea at her home on Saturday, 
June 21, for all Altar Guild members.  The main 
purpose of the tea was to honor Edith Moore, who 
has submitted her resignation after having served 
on the St. Stephenôs Altar Guild for over 25 years.  
We thank Edith for her stewardship of time and 
talent in this ministry!  The tea was also a time for 
existing members and new members to get 
acquainted.  Our Altar Guild now consists of Betty 
Fraser, Chair, Phoebe Hein, Dede Mettle, Tia 
Richman, Jan Sedlacek and Marilyn Smith,  If this 
is a ministry that interests you, please speak to 
Susan+. 
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WELCOMING 

 

Thanks to Lory Bauer for accepting responsibility 
for putting together the bookmarks we hand out to 
visitors and newcomers. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 

We extend congratulations to Jessica Sampson for 
her participation in the three-person concert at the 
PAC on June 22 as her junior recital.  Jessica 
memorized the music for her half-hour portion of 
the concert!   The third person involved in the 
concert was soprano Kathleen Lacey and among 
the selections she sang was an original 
composition by Mary Lee ñDigressions for 
Soprano & Piano.ò  Congratulations also to 
Mary Lee Scoville for her talents as composer and 
musician and as Jessicaôs instructor.   
 
 
VACATIONS 

 

Nicky Sampson (along with Jessica and Daniel) is 
off to visit her mother in England during July, and 
will be taking August off as well.  Jan Sedlacek will  
be in the office during Nickyôs absence.  In case 
you missed it in the BAC news: office hours now 
are 9am ï noon Mondays and Thursdays. 
 
Susan+ will be on vacation the first two weeks of 
August.  We are pleased that retired Bishop 
Ladehoff will be with us on August 3 as celebrant of 
the Eucharist.  On August 10 we will have Morning 
Prayer, with no visiting clergy.  Details are not yet 
known for the 5:30pm Sunday services. 
 
 
GENERATIONS OF GENEROSITY/ TIMELINE / 
SAINTS OF ST. STEPHEN’S 

 

This is the history of the church and members 
framed and on the wall between the parish hall and 
the library and it is referred to variously by the 
above three names to reflect the contents.  Once 
he has returned from his month in the high desert, 
Ed Bedford will be circulating among the newest 
members (and those who did not previously provide 
information) to seek information from you for this 
historical timeline.  We would like to know how you 
happened to choose St. Stephenôs as your church 
home, if there was anyone in particular (a current 
ñsaintò of St. Stephenôs) who welcomed you and/or  

 
 
made you feel at home, and any personal 
information you might be willing to share.  
 
 
THINKING ABOUT 
STEWARDSHIP & COVENANT 

 

Our stewardship theme this year ï joint with 
St. Lukeôs ï is Covenant.  The following is 
submitted by Kempton Hewitt, Stewardship Chair 
for St. Lukeôs: 
 
ñIn the desert Moses relayed to the mothers and 
fathers of Israel the covenant that God was calling 
them to share. This covenant offered something 
hauntingly beautiful: óI will be your God and you will 
be my people.ô  When we come into the church 
family we, too, are entering into a covenant. We 
agree to care for one another and we agree to care 
for our church. óCareô is a word that has to be 
unpacked and made concrete. A fault of our 
common culture is the cheap and easy expression 
of caring that is mere sentiment with no bottom. 
Our care must have a bottom to it. A part of that 
óbottomô is giving in balance with the abundance we 
enjoy. 
 
ñHereôs a practical idea:  Almost everyone in 
America recently experienced a windfall. Some of 
us have doubts about the wisdom of the 
government showering us with free (?) money, but 
there it is. Fawn and I talked about the óeconomic 
stimulus paymentô we received from the U.S.  
Treasury and decided we would double-tithe a 
portion of it back to St. Luke by-the-Sea. If your 
household economics allow you to do something 
similar, please consider doing so, as an expression 
of your care forðand covenant withðSt. Lukeôs.ò 
 
I do like Kemptonôs practical idea!  So I, too, will do 
likewise and encourage you to also give as you can 
as an expression of your care for, concern about 
our negative budgetðand covenant withð
St. Stephenôs. 
 - Jan Sedlacek, Stewardship Chair 
 
 
THE WIDER CHURCH 

 

St. Stephenôs is a member of what is known as 
Central Convocation.  The Diocese of Oregon is 
made up of seven convocations and Central 
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includes churches in Albany, Corvallis, Cottage 
Grove, Drain, Eugene, Lebanon, Newport, 
Springfield, Sweet Home, Toledo and Waldport.  
Delegates and alternates from each church are 
expected to meet at the convocation level to obtain  
information helpful in preparing for our annual 
Diocesan convention.  However, the meetings are 
open to anyone who is interested in attending and 
wishes to be kept informed.   
 
Likewise, conventions are open to everyone and 
not just delegates.  So if you have an interest in 
becoming more familiar with the church outside our 
area you are more than welcome to attend the 
meetings.  Susan+ is currently the Dean of Central 
Convocation and is encouraging our convocation to 
offer some educational events such as are typically 
held in the Portland area (and therefore not well 
attended by those of us on the central coast).  
Dates to mark on your calendar if youôre interested:  
Convocation:  Sundays, August 10 and October 19, 
2:30pm at the Church of the Good Samaritan in 
Corvallis.  Convention will be November 6-8 at the 
Salem Conference Center/Phoenix Grand Hotel in 
Salem. 
 
 
DIOCESAN INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

By early fall Standing Committee plans to appoint 
members to the search and transition committees 
in connection with our search for a new bishop.  If 
you are interested in serving on one of these 
committees, please speak to either Susan+ or Jan 
Sedlacek. 
 
An Appreciative Inquiry training event is scheduled 
for July 18 and 19 at St. Thomas, Eugene.  This will 
highlight how to look for and appreciate the 
positives.  The cost is $40 for food (you would be 
responsible for your own lodging) and the event will 
begin the afternoon of the 18th and conclude at mid-
afternoon of the 19th.  Participation in this event is 
urged if you are at all interested in serving on either 
the search or transition committee.  Again, if you 
are interested in attending, please speak to either 
Susan+ or Jan. 
 
If you are interested in serving the wider church, 
nominations are now being accepted for various 
Diocesan positions, including Council, Board of  
 

 
 
Trustees, and Standing Committee (one clergy and 
one lay person to be elected to each; members 
serve three-year terms on Council and Trustees 
and four-year terms on Standing Committee).  
Rather than take up the space here to describe the 
duties of each of these committees, please see the 
blue nomination forms on the card table in the 
parish hall if you are interested, or just curious as to 
what these committees do. 
 
 
 
 
AND A LITTLE BIT OF HUMOR….. 
 
The church treasurer was ecstatic.  
 ñLook at this,ò she yelled.  
ñWe just got a check here for $200 thousand.ò 
 
ñWho is it from?ò asked the minister. 
 
ñWhoops. Wait a minute,ò said the treasurer, taking 
another look at the check. ñIt says, óYou will notice 
that I have not signed the check, since I wish to 
remain anonymous.ôò 
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ST STEPHEN’S SERVER SCHEDULE JULY/AUGUST 2008   

 
 Eucharistic Ministers Lectors Ushers 
  
July  6 Jan Sedlacek Clay Richman Jorge Hernandez 
   Tia Richman Sofia Bonilla 
 
July 13 Jerry Moore Patty Adsit Phoebe Hein 
   Marcus Spink Denise Williams 
 
July 20 Joaquin Varo Phoebe Hein Paulie Passmore 
  Jan Sedlacek Joaquin Varo Carol McDowell 
 
July 27  Allan Preece Larry and  
   Patty Adsit Donna Cox 
 
Aug  3 Janis Goold Barbara Wilson Allen and 
  George Goold Ethel Myers Marlene OôNeal 
 
 
Lectors 
Both lectors will come forward at the same time.  The first lector will read the lessons.  S/he will come forward 
to the lectern and remain there until both lessons have been read.  The second lector will lead the psalm and 
the Prayers of the People.  S/he will stand on the opposite side of the lectern (by Susan+); both will return to 
their pew after the second lesson is read.  The Prayers of the People will be led from the lectorôs pew.  
NOTES:  We will no longer be reading aloud the names of those in need of ongoing prayer on the first 
Sunday of each month – and – the appropriate response to the St. Stephen portion of the Prayers of 
the People is now included in the reader’s copy. 
 

Lectors and Ushers:  If you are not able to serve on the date scheduled, please find a replacement.  An extra 
copy of the Prayers of the People is placed in the sacristy.  Please check that copy on Sunday for any last-
minute changes. 
 
Coordinators of the schedule are Marlene OôNeal for the Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors, and Denise 
Williams for the ushers. 

 

 

 

FLOWER CHART – JULY/AUGUST 2008 
 

 Jul   6   Jan Sedlacek Aug   3   
 Jul 13   Ed Bedford Aug 10   Margaret Wells/Patty Adsit 
 Jul 20 Aug 17   Betty Fraser 
 Jul 27   Clay and Tia Richman Aug 24   
 
 If you wish flowers to be a memorial, in thanksgiving, or some other designation, please relay that 
information to the office no later than the Sunday preceding the Sunday you have designated. 
 


